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THIS. Much is expected from your quick intelligence,
for nature withholds few secrets from you.

PHIL. Without flattering- myself, I may say that I
have already made one discovery: I have plainly
seen men in the moon.

B&L. I do not think I have yet seen men, hut I have
seen towers as plainly as I see you.

ABM. We shall probe to the depths of physics,
grammar, history, poetry, moral philosophy and
politics.

PHIL. Moral philosophy has charms which take my
fancy for it was formerly the favourite study of great
minds; but I prefer the Stoics, I think nothing is
finer than their ideal wise man.

ABM. In a short while our rules as to language will
be made known, and, in this respect, we lay claim
to have made some changes. Whether from an
instinctive or a well-considered antipathy, we have
each of us conceived a mortal hatred towards a
number of words, be they verbs or nouns, and these
we mutually agree to abandon; we are preparing
sentences of death against them ; and we shall open
our learned conferences by proscriptions of all those
divers words from which we wish to purify both
prose and poetry.

PHIL. But the finest project of our academy, a noble
undertaking which enchants me, a glorious design
which all the finest minds of posterity will extol, is
to cut off those filthy syllables which are a cause of
scandal in the most beautiful of words, those in-
cessant playthings of fools of every age, those
loathsome commonplaces of our sorry jesters, those
sources of a mass of shameless equivocations by aid
of which the modesty of women is outraged.

THIS. These are certainly admirable projects I
BJ&L, You shall see our statutes when they are finally
drawn up.